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student a simple treatment of the whole subject of commercial geography. About 
three-fourths of the book are given to the British Empire; and the concluding chapter 
presents the most salient features of our own commercial geography, very concisely 
expressed, to be sure, as only 12 pp. are given to the United States. 

A. Hartleben's Kleines Statistisches Taschenbuch iiber alle 

Lander der Erde. (Zw8lfter Jahrgang.) Nach den neuesten Angaben 

bearbeitet von Professor Dr. Friedrich Umlauft. Wien und Leipzig, 1905. 

The twelfth year of publication of this small but authoritative compilation of 

the statistics of all countries. The four pages on the United States, for example, 

give the form of government, the number of States and Territories, the name of the 

President, the area, population, nationalities, religions, national finances, number of 

vessels in the merchant marine, trade statistics, length of railroads and telegraph 

lines, number of post offices, the weights, measures, and money, statistics of army 

and navy, a list of cities and their population, and the area and population of the 

States, Territories, and Colonies. 

Hartleben's Statistische Tabelle iiber alle Staaten der Erde for 1905 gives the 
same information on a large sheet. 

Report upon the Basin of the Upper Nile; with Proposals for the 
Improvement of that River. By Sir William Garstin, Under 
Secretary of State for Public Works in Egypt. To which is at- 
tached a report upon Lake Tsana, and the rivers of the Eastern Soudan, by 
Mr. G. Dupuis. With Maps and Appendices. National Printing Department, 
Cairo, 1904. 

The Nile in 1904. By Sir William Willcocks. National Printing 
Department, Cairo, 1904. Spon & Chamberlain, 123 Liberty St., New York. 
(Price, 9s.) 

Geographers will be especially pleased to add these two volumes to their sources 
of information. No writer on any of the natural phases of the Nile basin, or on the 
efforts to develop its resources, can afford to neglect them. They give the results of 
all the latest explorations and studies in a field where there was, and still is, much to 
learn; a considerable amount of the data usually employed in describing the Nile 
basin, and the regime of its waters, will have to be revised in the light of the infor- 
mation now supplied. 

Sir William Carstin's Report is one of the finest specimens of book-making yet 
produced by the Egyptian Ministry of Public Works. It is a handsome folio of 290 
pages printed in large type, and with numerous maps, plans, and photographic repro- 
ductions. Sir William describes his recent visit to the Equatorial Lakes, summarizes 
the result of five years' consecutive observations on the Bahr-el-Gebel (the Nile from 
Albert Nyanza to the Bahr-el-Ghazal), and incidentally coordinates with his own 
narrative geographical information supplied by earlier observers. The result is a 
readable book, in spite of its technical character. 

There are as yet no means of ascertaining the altitudes along the river from 
Victoria Lake to Khartum, as barometric and hypsometric determinations afford the 
only data for the relief of the country, and the results are therefore only approximate. 
Within two or three years, however, spirit-levelling will probably be carried up the 
White Nile and the Bahr-el-Gebel. 

There has been considerable discussion as to whether the region of the Victoria 



